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Glittering Gonorality, Unless... 


How can we best go about ministering to those thou- 
sands of Presbyterian students on the campuses of 
our state universities? And how can we develop the 
evangelistic zeal to reach the considerable propor- 
tion of students, on campuses of both church and 
state institutions, to whom religion has little vital 
meaning? 4 Those of us in the church feel com- 
fortably stirred when we hear one of our leaders 
say: ‘lf we can capture for Christ the college gen- 
eration of today, we will enlist tomorrow's leaders 
of the world.’ Literally, the statement is true. But 
it will remain only a glittering generality unless you 
and |, as individual members of the Presbyterian 


Church, discover some way to do something about it. 


—DEWITT REDDICK in Campus and Church, John Knox Press, to be studied during 
the year by Presbyterians, U. S. For other quotations see other pages in this issue. 











Letters to the Editors 





Parallels Seen Between Race Issue and War 





Judgment of God 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

... 1! WAS INTERESTED in the (Dec. 
12) request of Mr. Richard S. Reynolds of 
Nashville, in which he agreed with THE 
OUTLOOK’s position in the matter of seg- 
regation, and requested a discussion of 
war, militarism and conscription. I think 
it is a timely request and closely related 
to the matter of segregation and racial 
discrimination and injustice. 

Let us draw a scriptural parallel. When 
the children of Israel were in Egypt, they 
were oppressed and afflicted by the Egypt- 
ians, were treated as second-class citizens, 
were “pushed-around” by them, were de- 
nied equal rights. God said to Pharaoh, 
“Israel is my son, my first-born. Let them 
go, that they may serve me.” In effect, I 
think, he was saying, “Stop oppressing 
them, treating them as second-class citi- 
zens, denying them equal rights.” But 
the Egyptians refused and God sent 
plagues upon the Egyptians. Finally, he 
slew the first-born of the Egyptians. They 
had made those whom he loved, and who 
trusted in him to suffer, so he made those 
whom the Egyptians loved, to suffer. He 
is a just God and must hear the cry of his 
people in distress and punish those who 
oppress them. 

The white people of the South want 
and are determined to keep the Negro 
down, to deny him equal rights which they 
enjoy, to treat them as second-class citi- 
zens, and in my opinion war is a judgment 
sent upon them, in which those whom the 
southern white people love, their sons, 
have suffered because they have made 
those whom God loves, (and I know that 
many of the Negro people love God and 
put their trust in him) suffer. 

Dr. Frank W. Price, former Moderator 
of the General Assembly, and former mis- 
sionary to China, where he was a prisoner 
of the Communists and almost lost his 
life, told me at Montreat that he thought 
that, just as God used the Assyrians to 
punish the Israelites for their sins, he was 
using the Communists to punish us for 
this sin. I had thought the same thing. 

Sherwood Eddy, speaking before south- 
ern universities before the Korean war, 
made the statement that, if the southern 
people had a choice between giving the 
Negroes equal rights or war, they would 


choose war. I think they had the choice 
when President Truman tried to get his 
Civil Rights Bill passed by Congress which 
would have granted them more equal 
rights than they have now. Southern 
congressmen defeated the bill, and we had 
the Korean War. 


BEFORE World War Il, I was talking 
with a Negro friend of mine in Marion, 
Ala., my home town. He saw that the war 
was coming and he asked me this ques- 
tion, “Are you all going to fight for your 
country? We do not have a country.” At 
that time, they were not allowed to vote, 
they have no representative in the county 
or state government, although they prob- 
ably outnumber the white people in the 
county. The representatives in Congress 
from their state not only do not represent 
their interests, but are really against their 
interests and defeat every bill designed to 
protect their rights. Then, summer before 
last, I was visiting this same Negro friend 
in his home. He formerly lived on our 
farm; now he has a small farm of his own. 
He asked me the question, “What do you 
think are the chances for peace?” I said, 
“IT will tell you what God says,” then I 
quoted from Isaiah and Micah: “It shall 
come to pass in the last days, saith the 
Lord, that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established in the top of 
the mountains, and all nations shall flow 
unto it.” I told him what that meant to 
me—that “mountain of the Lord’s house” 
meant his church and was singular, mean- 
ing one; and that all nations was plural, 
meaning more than one. 

I continued to quote, “And many people 
will say, come, let’s go up to the mountain 
of the Lord’s house, to the house of the 
God of Jacob, and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths, for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” And 
after this, “They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” 

He caught the meaning I was seeking 
to show and said, “It will never be.” He 
knows the southern white people pretty 
well. 

So, I think there is a close connection 
between the problem of racial discrimina- 





J. J. Murray 


The student needs the church. 
students. 


lege. 


Campus (John Knox Press). 





Church and Student 


Just as truly, the church needs the 
A large part of our able and trained leadership in the 
next generation must come from these men and women now in col- 
lf our Christianity is to be taken out of the seclusion of the 
churches and translated into actuality where men and women live 
and work and struggle, it must be done by these college students. 
If we want Christianity to become an effective force in the life of 
our nation and of the world, we need these students. 


Church and 








tion and war. A Negro soldier in Korea 
told his colonel, “If I am killed, put this 
over my grave, “Here lies a black man 
who died fighting the yellow man for the 
white man.” 


1 HOPE that during the coming year, 
your paper will continue to hold aloft 
the torch of truth and light, pointing the 
way toward a better church and a better 
world. It isa hard, tough way, but thanks 
be to God for flashes of light along the 
way, and the knowledge that there are 
some kindred spirits, a few ministers and 
elders, some laymen and laywomen, who 
want to make this a better world and want 
the church to be what God wants it to be, 
“A house of prayer for all people.” 

T. M. Howze. 
Etowah, Tenn. 

P. S. In his inaugural address, Presi- 
dent Eisenhower said: “We reject the idea 
of there being first and second-class citi- 
zens.” In the justice department’s argu- 
ment before the Supreme Court on school 
segregation, his administration has taken 
the American and Christian stand on the 
matter. 


United Canvass 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


With reference to THE OUTLOOK for Dec. 
9 (page 8, United Effort), all Protestant 
churches of LaGrange (western suburb of 
Chicago) had a united canvass. They all 
had Every Member Canvass on the same 
day. It was very succesfsul. All reported 
10-20% increases in the amount pledged. 
...I1 enjoy your paper. 

G. R. SwEet. 

Chicago, Ill. 


Unbeatable, Plus 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


. .. I thought THE OUTLOOK was un- 
beatable before the merger with THE PREs- 
BYTERIAN TRIBUNE, but now, with unifica- 
tion having been temporarily defeated, it 
is just the thing to come to our studies. 
At least, we have a link with our brethren 
of the USA church. Best wishes for the 
paper in 1956. 

Harry G. KENNEY. 
Sparta, Ga. 





Reader’s Forum 
Pet Peeves from 


Pulpit and Platform 
PRAYER vs. MEDITATION 


Greorcia: Some leaders of worship 
make the serious error of praying about 
rather than to God. Undoubtedly they 
are unaware of the implication of what 
they do as they lapse into something like 
a meditation, which is all right in its 
place but should not be substituted for or 
mixed with prayer. 

Inspection of the personal pronoun 
used will make anyone alert to this mat- 
ter, for prayer employs only the second 
person (thee, thou, thy, thine). Of course, 
it is not wrong to use you and your. 

A recorded prayer, or one written out, 
may reveal a tendency. 


This is not confined to errors made by min- 
isters but lapses of radio, TV and other speak- 
ers should also be included. Future listings 
will depend upon contributions by readers.— 
Anonymity will be preserved.—EDITORS. 


THE PRESBYTER'AN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492: 
night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 





the 
by 
tit 


gir 


™ 
bor 
de! 
are 
ing 


rea 
this 
man 

the 


ear, 
loft 

the 
tter 
inks 

the 

are 
and 
who 
vant 
) be, 


LE. 


resi- 
idea 
citi- 
irgu- 
‘hool 
aken 
1 the 


stant 
rb of 
y all 
same 
orted 
iged. 


3 un- 
PRES- 
Lifica- 
ed, it 
idies. 
thren 
r the 


TEY. 


i 
ship 
about 
they 
what 
g like 
in its 
for or 


ynoun 
, mat- 
econd 
ourse, 
- 

n out, 


yy min- 
speak- 
listings 
jers.— 
RS. 


utlook 
+9492: 





Lhe Presbyterian Quttook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 138. No. 3. January 23, 1956. 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





EMC Directors Workshop 
Planned for Next Summer 


CuHicaco (RNs)—An interdenomina- 
tional Every Member Canvass directors’ 
workshop, first of its kind, will be held 
at Lake Geneva, Wis., June 11-15. 

Plans for the workshop were mapped 
by stewardship leaders from 21 denom- 
inations who attended the second annual 
Interdenominational Every Member Can- 
vass Conference here. 


School for Leaders 


The workshop will be open to repre- 
sentatives of denominations and local and 
state councils of churches who are com- 
mitted to training canvass leaders from 
local churches. 

Arthur O. Rinden, associate executive 
director of the department of stewardship 
and benevolence of the National Council 
of Churches, was director of the confer- 
ence here. 

“With the holding of this workshop,” 
he said, “we believe we are starting a new 
day for more effective Every Member Can- 
vass procedures in all of our churches.” 

Speakers at the conference scored 
“false” motivations which they said are 
frequently used in church budget-raising 
and financial campaigns. 


Peters: “Real Basis”’ 


John T. Peters of New York, head of 
the stewardship department of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, stressed that gra- 
titude is the real basis for Christian 
giving. 

“Such appeals as ‘Beat Communism,’ 
“Make the world safe from the atomic 
bomb,’ and ‘Preserve the pride of our 
denominations of the Christian Church’ 
are pretty ‘thin’ reasons for church giv- 
ing,” he declared. 


Dr. Peters urged the stewardship 
men to “kick out the schemes and make 
people understand the true nature of 
the Christian Church.” 


“The work of the church is evange- 
lism,” he said, “and churches must awake 
to the connection between evangelism and 
the Every Member Canvass. 

Dr. Rinden said that “although method 
is important, motivation is much more 
important.” 

“At present,” he said, “many fund- 
raising methods are emploved by our 
churches. They use bean suppers, clam 


bakes, fish fries, and they sell synthetic 
vanilla extract. 


“These produce money, but this is 
not practicing Christian stewardship. 


“Minimum Dues” 


Dr. Rinden also deplored the attitude 
which regards the church as “a country 
club with minimum dues” that will let 
you get by with enough left over for food, 
clothes and a car. 

“The church that says, ‘We balance 
our budgets—we’re doing a good job’ is 
not doing a good job,” he added. “The 
understanding that seven out of ten people 
in the world go to bed hungry has not 
entered its consciousness.” 

Solicitation for contributions, the con- 
ference heard from several speakers, 
should be by personal calling at the home 
of every constituent. This, the speakers 
said, “provides for Christian witness on 
the part of both canvasser and giver.” 


Evans Says Generation Is 
Needed to Test Movement 


Los ANGELEs (RNS)—Louis H. Evans, 
minister-at-large for the Board of Na- 
tional Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, predicts it will take at 
least a generation for the current back- 
to-church movement to be reflected in 
crime and divorce statistics. 

“I’m not discouraged by the apparent 
paradox of increased church attendance 
and rising delinquency and other anti- 
social trends,”’ he said. 

“It would take at least a generation for 
a return to religion to make itself felt 
among the presently unchurched and in 
succeeding generations of young people.” 

The minister said he isn’t sure that we 
have a revival “but we could, if we want- 
ed it that way.” 

While more people are going to church 
than ever before, he said, “the question 
is, will they like what the doctor pre- 
scribes, or will they shy from the cure?” 

Charles B. Templeton, denominational 
head of evangelism, has made a similar 
comment, suggesting that many people 
want God as a mere “convenience.” 


Merger With UPs Set for '58 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. (RNS)—May, 1958, 
has been set as the tentative date for the 
merger of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
and the United Presbyterian Church of 
North America. 

This was announced here by Ralph 
W. Lloyd of Maryville, Tenn., and Rob- 
ert W. Gibson, co-chairmen of a joint 
drafting committee named to formulate 
a plan of union between the two churches. 
The announcement followed a two-day 
planning session by key committee mem- 
bers. 

The co-chairmen pointed out that 1958 
will mark the centenary of the United 
Presbyterian Church and therefore was 
a particularly opportune time to create 
the new denomination to be called the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 

The merger proposal is based on a 
three-way plan approved by the USA and 
United Churches in 1954 but defeated 
that year by a vote of the presbyteries of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
(Southern). 

A merger time-table calls for present- 
ing the modified plan to the church unity 
commissions of both denominations in 
March. 


If the commissioners, General Assem- 
blies and presbyteries of both churches 
approve the plan, the two denominations 
will unite in a combined General As- 
sembly to be held in Pittsburgh in May, 
1958. 

The merged church will have about 
3,000,000 members and include more 
than 9,000 congregations and 10,000 or- 
dained ministers. It will be the largest 
Presbyterian body in the Presbyterian 
and Reformed family of churches in the 
world. 


U. S. Interchurch 
Committee Meets 

First meeting of the newly-appointed 
Committee on Interchurch Relations of 
the Presbyterian Church, US. (Southern) 
resulted in the election of Wade H. Boggs, 
1954 Assembly’s Moderator, as chair- 
man. Walter R. Courtenay, Nashville 
First church, is vice-chairman, and John 
S. McMullen, Columbia, Mo., is secre- 
tary. 

Sub-committees were named on: (1) 
National Council and World Council, 
Donald G. Miller, chairman; (2) Work- 
ing with other Presbyterian and evange- 








lical denominations, Jac C. Ruffin, chair- 
man; (3) Other interdenominational 
agencies, G. T. Gillespie, chairman. 
Fraternal delegates to General Assem- 
blies for the coming year were named 
as follows: Presbyterian, USA: E. C. 


Scott, the Stated Clerk; 
United Presbyterian, Judge John A. Ful- 
ton, Louisville, Ky.; Church of Scotland, 
Harry G. Goodykoontz, Louisville Sem- 


Assembly’s 


inary. 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Francis 
W. Pritchard, New Monmouth church, Mary- 
ville, Tenn.; Richard S. Blair, Westminster 
church, Rochester, N. Y.; Wm. B. Oglesby, 
Union Seminary, Va.; Wm. B. Ward, Grace 
Covenant church, and Richard E. Coulter, 
Porter Street church, Richmend, Va. 


PRAYER MEETING 


What instruction in the Bible calls 
for Wednesday night prayer meeting ? 


Oc.eEsBy: As far as specific instruc- 
tions for Wednesday night prayer meet- 
ings are concerned, I am not aware of 
any. What we do have that lies behind 
the Wednesday night prayer meeting is 
the fact that the New Testament church 
assembled for prayer from time to time, 
and that it found great strength in pray- 
er. Thus, it seems to me that while there 
is no word that calls for a specific meet- 
ing on Wednesday night, there is ample 
evidence in the New Testament of the 
church people spending much time to- 
gether in corporate prayer, a thing which 
we have not been doing recently as much 
as we should. 

MoperAtTor: What is questioned is 
certainly not forbidden and it is a good 


thing. It may be a bit out of vogue in 
many cases. 
Warp: I don’t know about that. I 


am a great believer in the Wednesday 
night prayer meeting. I have had one 
for many years—maybe its coming back 
into vogue. 
OGLEsBY: 
thing if it did. 
Moperator: I’m a believer in it too 
and I hope you are right about my ob- 


Maybe it would be a good 


servation and information. In most cases 
maybe its difficulties are caused by so 
much competition from other kinds of 
attractions. 

Warp: Recently I spoke in a Wednes- 
day night prayer meeting, and it was just 
an ordinary Wednesday night for that 
church but there were over 800 people 
in attendance. Should I add that the 
prayer meeting was held in a Baptist 
Church and not a Presbyterian! 

CouLTER: The church that I serve is 
a fine supporter of Wednesday night 
prayer meeting and I think it’s a good 
thing. Apparently the members think 
it’s a good thing too. 


CHURCH: SOCIAL CENTER 

Is there a Bible authority that ex- 
tends the use of the church for social 
functions ? 


PRITCHARD: The customs of the church 
usually look back to Jesus Christ. Jesus 
lived with his disciples; he walked with 
them; he ate with them. About the table 
they often gained many of their great 
experiences and received the finest teach- 
ings from Jesus. If you read the Acts of 
the Apostles, you may have the impres- 
sion that Christian people ate together 
very frequently. Now if we are going to 
recreate a situation today in which the 
members of the church know each other, 
in which they share their common con- 
cerns and share these concerns on the 
basis of an intimate acquaintance with 
each other, it will not come by accident. 
It will be necessary for us to plan a situ- 
ation in which that is possible. For this 
reason I think that any church is justi- 
fied, yea, more than justified, I think that 
it is required, to provide some natural 
situation in which people may become 
friends. 





Francis P. Miller 


(John Knox Press). 





There Is Still Time 


The pitiful contributions which our Presbyterian Church as such 
has made to many of its colleges in recent years is convincing proof 
that most of us no longer regard Presbyterian higher education as 
essential to the survival of human liberty. 
dom shall have ceased to exist in America a hundred years from now, 
we Presbyterians will be more to blame than any other people. But 
there is still time—if we will arouse ourselves and act as our fathers 
did in the sixteenth and eighteenth centuries.—Church and Campus 


If civil and religious free- 








Bair: I think we ought also to keep 
in mind one of the earlier questions. It 
was based on Jesus’ statement, “Suffer 
the little children to come unto me.” I 
believe actually he meant, Don’t stop 
them from coming to me. Some of us 
have had social functions of a nature in 
the churches we serve for the benefit of 
the young people and we believe that it 
is one way in introducing them to Jesus 
Christ. As a pastor, I would much rather 
have my young people on Sunday night 
after their church meeting have a good, 
social time together in the basement of 
the church than somehow to feel that a 
number of them are out along the high- 
way somewhere in their automobiles park- 
ed or in some night club. 

Moperator: All of us have heard of 
some church young people’s groups oper- 
ating as a “match factory.” It is a very 
good thing if young people do find life 
mates in the church. 


Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Juvenile Delinquency. Bicycle thefts 
by two boys. Says the Washington Post: 
‘The boys were living in one room with 
six other children and two adults. Three 
are cousins whose mother is in the Fed- 
eral Narcotics Hospitals at Lexington, 
Ky.’ 








Religion and Politics. Ministers in 
Virginia were accused of mixing religion 
with politics when they took a courageous 
stand against segregation. But the Wash- 
ton Post says: 

“The argument that ministers should 
confine themselves in other-worldly fash- 
ion to what are loosely called affairs of the 
spirit is a curious application of the cob- 
ler-stick-to-your-last aphorism. By this 
construction lawyers should speak only 
on strict matters of law, and plumbers 
only on the conjunction of pipes—pre- 
sumably leaving the general discussion of 
the Gray report to politicians and perhaps 
to editors. This is absurd.” 

This is fine but it overlooks one point: 
safeguarding human rights is part of 
the minister’s principal work, and not a 
side line. 


Appraisal of America. After touring 
our nation for seven months, George Mac- 
Leod, leader of the Iona Community in 
Scotland, says: “Man’s physical quest 
is at an end. Our world is known. It 
only wants tidying up. But even when 
it is tidy we wont be happy. A new fron- 
tier beckons. .. . The Empire of the Soul 
is the only quest worth the name of pio- 
neering.” 

Time for Expansion. Churches which 
are planning to expand their facilities 
would do well to take advantage of the 
present prosperity wave. Economists tell 
us that 1956 may even exceed 1955 in 
production and spending. ‘This is no 
time to delay expansion programs. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Many besides Episcopalians may be helped by 


The Parish Life Conference 


NY PROGRAM of Christian Edu- 

cation which is conceived as a part 
of the church’s ministry to people now 
will require leaders who are trained in 
more than the knowledge of subject mat- 
ter and the use of methods. The church’s 
leaders and teachers, whether clergy or 
lay, periodically need to submit them- 
selves to a retreat or other activity which 
is in the nature of a faith experience. 

During the last three years the Parish 
Life Conference (intensive weekend con- 
ference) has become a valuable and re- 
liable means of providing the laity with 
such an experience. It is the purpose of 
the Parish Life Conference to communi- 
cate the faith in such way that the com- 
munication will use both the language 
of relationship and the language of words 
in accomplishing its end. It is an ex- 
perience of the faith as well as a verbal 
encounter with its meaning. 

During one year more than 200 Parish 
Life Conferences were conducted in many 
parts of the country with rewarding re- 
sults. The national Department of Chris- 
tian Education in no sense believes that 
the Parish Life Conference is the only 
way in which this type of preparation 
can be provided, but a careful study of 
the results of the year’s conferences has 
made it inevitable that the Parish Life 
Conference should become an_ integral 
part of the program recommendations of 
the department and be highly recommend- 
ed for use in all dioceses and districts. 
The Beginning 

During 1953-54 the National Depart- 
ment made leadership available for two 
or three Parish Life Conferences in 43 
dioceses and districts of the church. 
Through these conferences diocesan lead- 
ership was developed and a succession of 
conferences followed in many of these 
dioceses under local leadership. The Na- 
tional Department continued to offer 
leadership for a maximum of three con- 
ferences to all dioceses and districts which 
had not availed themselves of this offer 
earlier. 

The National Department cared for the 
cost of transportation for the leadership 
provided for these initial conferences. The 
diocese or district was asked to care for 
room and board of the leader while con- 
ducting the conference. 

This offer was made to diocesan and 
district departments on the provision that 
they would make certain preparations for 
an efficient use of this leadership. These 
preparations are essentially three in num- 
ber: 

(1) Preparation of the clergy from 
whose parishes the various delegations 


JANUARY 23, 1956 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Our readers, we believe, 
will be stimulated by reading this descrip- 
tion of effective procedure developed in the 
past few years by our Episcopal friends. A\l- 
though synod or Assembly leadership is help- 
ful in this pregram, there is no reason why 
leaders in cities or areas could not develop 
their own plans, drawing, where possible, 
upon outside personnel. THE OUTLOOK 
will be glad to know where or if this method 
is already being followed by Presbyterians. 


will come to the weekend conferences. 

(2) Provide two or three observers for 
each conference who would prepare them- 
selves to lead additional conferences if 
such conferences were desired and they 
believed the conferences to be valuable. 

(3) As a department, keep in touch 
with the parishes which send delegations 
and assist them with back-home applica- 
tions where assistance is needed. 


Preparation of the Clergy 

By the end of 1954 clergy conferences 
were held in most of the eighty-seven 
dioceses and districts of our church which 
provided the clergy who attend with an 
adequate understanding of the nature and 
purpose of the Parish Life Conference. 
Where this did not take place or a clergy- 
man was not present for this explana- 
tion, the Diocesan Department should 
provide an opportunity for clergy to re- 
ceive this information. This should take 
place by way of a meeting and not 
through correspondence. The purpose of 
such a meeting is both to inform each 
clergyman about the nature of the con- 
ferences and to provide opportunity for 
the clergy to discuss the nature of their 
cooperation with their delegation after it 
returns from the conference. 

It should be made clear that a parish 
or mission should send a minimum of five 
people. Experience has clearly shown 
that the group effects of such a conference 
are likely to be lost for a given parish if 
its delegation is smaller than five. Dio- 
cesan Departments are urged to adhere 
rather strictly to the practice of asking 
parishes to wait until they can send this 
minimum. 

Parish clergy should be encouraged to 
invite ten people, five as delegates and 
five as alternates. If this is not done, 
in many cases the full roster of five dele- 
gates will not be available when the open- 
ing day of the conference arrives. An 
attempt should then be made to have the 
remaining members of the group of al- 
ternates admitted to later conferences 
when there are vacancies. 

The clergy are encouraged to choose 
their delegation with young married 
couples particularly in mind. One or two 
members should be included who are al- 


ready in places of leadership and places 
of responsibility in the parish, but it is 
important to include younger parents who 
may not have assumed places of leader- 
ship as yet. Provision should be made 
in the parish for the care of children while 
parents are attending such a conference. 

Wherever possible a parish or mission 
should pay the room and board of dele- 
gates in whole or in part. It is strongly 
recommended that couples be given pri- 
ority. 

Clergy should select and invite their 
delegation at least a month in advance. 
A person who is invited may be told that 
the purpose of the conference is to study 
and evaluate the work and life of their 
parish. This is precisely what takes 
place at a Parish Life Conference and 
such a description will make sense to the 
average layman, although few will foresee 
the rather deep way in which the evalua- 
tion will be pursued. 


Providing for Observers 

In all of the dioceses and districts of 
cur church priests and occasional laymen 
can be found who are quite capable of 
leading this type of conference if they 
can have the privilege of observing one. 
The local department is asked to make 
provision for the attendance of two or 
three such observers at each weekend con- 
ference for which the National Depart- 
ment provides leadership. These ob- 
servers will audit the conference and be 
a council of advice to the leader during 
the several intermissions. They will not 
participate verbally in the conference it- 
self. Since the Sunday morning session 
usually is climactic, it is important that 
the observers be present for the entire con- 
ference. Clergy observers should not be 
present at the same conference attended 
by a delegation from their own parish. 


The Follow-Through 

It is important for a diocesan or district 
department to develop a means of follow- 
ing up the Parish Life Conferences in 
order to keep in touch with what actually 
happens in parishes as a result of them. 
There should be scheduled at least one 
evaluation conference attended by the 
clergy of the parishes which send delega- 
tions. Well before this is held, however, 
a department should consider the possi- 
bility of having one of its members visit 
with a parish group after the group has 
returned home. It is expected that each 
parish group will sit down together in the 
home parish within a fortnight after the 
weekend conference. Scme diocesan de- 
partments have adopted the practice of 
having one of its members present for 
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such a meeting where the local rector and 
the group desires such help. ‘The role of 
this representative of the diocesan depart- 
ment will be that of a resource person. He 
will be there to talk with the local group 
as it covers some of the same ground that 
was treated on the Sunday morning of the 
conference, this time with specific refer- 
ence to their own parish. The department 
representative in many cases will be able 
to provide a kind of guidance which will 
prevent the group from making unwise 
choices. 

This kind of follow-through is really a 
minimum program. Although unusual 
success has been achieved with Parish 
Life Conferences, there is nothing fool- 
proof about them and they are just as sus- 
ceptible to weakness and error as any 
other conference. It is the opinion of the 
National Department that in the Parish 
Life Conference we have a leadership 
training program which is fundamental 
and perhaps prerequisite in type to all 
other forms of leadership training which 
we may employ, but the full value of the 
conference will probably only be realized 
in a given diocese if the diocesan depart- 
ment is alert to spot the difficulties and 
the weaknesses in the program both dur- 
ing the weekend and later within the 
parishes. 

Size of the Conference 

The conference consists of minimum 
groups of five people from a parish joined 
in a total conference composed of groups 
from four to six parishes. The size of 
the total conference ranges from twenty 
to forty. It should not be larger than 
forty and probably not smaller than 
twelve. 

The conference begins Friday evening 
with dinner and closes Sunday noon. Fol- 
lowing dinner on the first evening it is 
advisable to spend fifteen minutes to a 
half-hour getting acquainted. Some meth- 
od of introducing the conference members 
to one another should be used. Name 
tags should be made out in advance or 
written in bold script at the registration 
desk. It should be understood that these 
tags will be worn throughout the entire 
conference. Introductions will be more 
informative and more interesting if mem- 
bers introduce one another. Five minutes 
should be used for people to pair off in 
twos for the purpose of preparing the 
introduction. 

Following the introductions the con- 
ference is confronted with its first ques- 
tion. Some leaders begin with the ques- 
tion, “What is your parish doing?” Oth- 
ers begin with the question, ‘‘What is the 
basic purpose of my parish church ?”— 
the question which rapidly becomes the 
central problem of the conference, regard- 
less of the point of starting. Through 
total group discussion and smaller dis- 
cussion groups, the conference members 
decide upon their answers and discuss 
the reports from small group meetings. 


Some time that evening or on Saturday 
morning the conference may tackle the 
same problem from the vantage point of 
a different question, namely ‘“‘What is the 
deepest need of mar.?’’ When it is clear 
that the conference seems to have arrived 
at its answers to these two questions with- 
out actually having become too deeply 
involved in them, or when the conference 
has bogged down through an inability to 
reach a decision about the “basic pur- 
pose” or “the deepest need” the leader 
then introduces a third problem in the 
interest of making a less generalized and 
a more specific approach to the original 
and basic problem of the conference. 

The leader has made it clear from the 
beginning that his role in the conference, 
certainly during the first two-thirds of 
it, is not to provide the conference with 
answers to questions but to enable the 
conference members to pursue the prob- 
lem and purpose of the conference in an 
expeditious manner. His role is that of 
initiator and expediter in helping the con- 
ference to stay with the problem. The 
leader continues this role through the 
following individualization of the prob- 
lem. 

The story of a given individual or 
family is told to the conference for the 
purpose of enabling the conference to test 
its answers to the previous questions and 
observe their adequacy. 


The Story of Susan Peters 

Susan Peters was a Hollywood actress 
who rose to fame and showed great prom- 
ise from 1943 to 1945. She was married 
in 1943. On New Year’s Day in 1945 she 
was seriously injured in a hunting acci- 
dent which resulted in total paralysis from 
the waist down. Although the doctor told 
her she would never act again, she de- 
termined that she would return to the 
stage and within two years she was acting 
in the movies and on the legitimate stage 
all of her roles being those which could 
be played from a wheelchair. In 1946 she 
and her husband adopted a baby boy only 
a few weeks old. In 1948 she divorced her 
husband, because, she said, she wished to 
give him his freedom. It was during these 
years that she toured the country success- 
fully in “The Barretts of Wimpole Street.” 
In 1949 and 1950 she conducted a television 
program. In 1951 she became less active, 
and her death occurred in October, 1952. 
The death was headline news throughout 
the country because her doctor said that 
although she had died of a kidney disease, 
she really died because she had lost any 
desire to live longer. It was her lack of 
interest in living which slowly and na- 
turally caused her to succumb to an or- 
ganic disease. Although some friends 
showed a tendency to dispute this state- 
ment, the doctors were convinced that a 
desire to live would have enabled her to 
live. 
The Story of David Harum 

David Harum was a neighborhood gro- 
cer. He had belonged to the church but 
had never been very active. He “left those 
things to his wife.” But she had died 
about five years ago. Two years ago a 
new rector had come to the church. David’s 
grandchild was to be baptized, and the date 
and time had been set. The rector had 
forgotten to appear. David never went 


to church again. While David’s wife was 
alive he had been active in the Masons. 
He had also belonged to a card club, and 
had a small circle of friends. After his 
wife’s death he stopped taking part in any 
of these. He was working very hard and 
spent every minute of his time at his store. 
After work he went home and spent the 
evenings there alone. His friends had 
tried to get him to come with them but he 
refused. People were beginning to notice 
that he was less courteous at the store, 
that his remarks and answers were short 
and curt. He was growing more and more 
into himself, and was less and less friendly 
to his neighbors as well as his customers. 


The Story of the Smith Family 

The Smith family is one which perhaps 
can be found in any community. Mr. 
Smith has worked for seventeen years with 
a business concern and has enjoyed a 
number of minor increases in position 
and income throughout the years. His 
ambition has always been to achieve inde- 
pendence by becoming one of the division 
managers of the firm. The rest of the 
family consists of Mrs. Smith and three 
children, all girls, ages sixteen, thirteen, 
and eleven. 

The family has joined Mr. Smith in 
planning for the day when their modest 
income will be considerably increased. In 
anticipation of what seems to be an at- 
tainable goal, the family is already living 
beyond its income. 

Suddenly a vacancy occurs in the firm 
and a shift in personnel is accomplished 
which reveals that Mr. Smith has already 
reached his ceiling. He will not get the 
position he sought, and can only look for- 
ward to remaining exactly where he is. 

The family has had nominal member- 
ship in the local parish, but not even the 
children have been regular in church at- 
tendance. Membership in a country club 
has drawn them elsewhere on Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith withdraw from the 
club to cut expenses, and a few other ad- 
justments are made. But it soon becomes 
clear that the rising liquor bill is wiping 
out all of these attempts to balance the 
budget. The Smiths are in need of help. 


In relation to the story used, the two 
original questions of the conference are 
then asked again. What was Susan 
Peters’ deepest need? What was the basic 
purpose of the parish church to which she 
should have belonged, which should have 
claimed her and which did not do so? 
The main character in each of the three 
stories was baptized and confirmed in 
the Episcopal Church but had never be- 
come an active communicant. 

The members of the conference are 
then asked to suppose that they themselves 
constitute the parish in the community 
where this individual is living. In the 
case of Susan Peters, for instance, they 
had heard about her low morale. It is 
assumed that no organic disease has as 
yet set in. The parish group meets to 
discuss Susan Peters’ needs and what the 
purpose of the church is in relation to 
those needs. When this is completed one 
of their number calls upon Susan. It is 
assumed that the caller is an old friend 
from theatrical days who had the theater 
in common with Susan but not the church. 
This call is then role-played. By role- 
playing we mean the acting out a human 
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situation so that both participants and 
observers may better understand and feel 
the situation being portrayed. Role-play- 
ing consists of: 

1. The description of the incident which 
is to be portrayed. 

2. The acting out of roles in the incident 
in terms of an actual occurrence. Group 
members are asked to volunteer for these 
roles. The scene continues for five or at 
most ten minutes until the participants 
have had an opportunity to reveal their 
understanding of the role. 

3. An analysis of the relationships ob- 
served. The group discusses these rela- 
tionships, and how. they may be changed 
profitably. Sometimes it is helpful to re- 
enact the roles, asking players to reverse 
roles. 

It is a matter of some importance to be 
careful not to cast a person in his own 
role, or in a character which is close 
enough to his own situation to set other 
forces in operation. 

As a result of this kind of approach 
to the problem it becomes rather painfully 
clear that the original answers on the 
blackboard were simply not enough. The 
words may still have validity but the 
meaning originally behind the words as 
they were used in the early part of the 
conference is inadequate. In dealing with 
these inadequacies the total conference 
usually moves rather quickly to a reali- 
zation of the fact that what the individual 
in the story needed more than anything 
else was real community, actual accept- 
ance, involving the kind of acceptance 
which God, acting through a redemptive 
community, can alone provide. The fore- 
going words sometimes are never used by 
the conference, but the need, expressed 
by whatever words, is more readily seen 
and felt through the foregoing method 
than through the usual intellectual ap- 
proach involving lecture and discussion. 

As the conference members begin to 
see the need in Christian terms, the leader 
supplies the terminology of the church 
and more and more makes his own con- 
tribution to the ongoing discussion. The 
leader should avoid the practice of ask- 
ing leading questions, fishing for his own 
answers to the question. Ordinarily he 
should wait to back and support a desir- 
able insight until more than a single mem- 
ber evidences it. Before most conferences 
have concluded they have dealt with such 
subjects as sin, guilt, fear, salvation, re- 
demption, acceptance and rejection. 

By Sunday morning the group is usual- 
ly asking the question, ‘““How can we take 
this back home?” “How can we help 
this kind of redemptive fellowship to 
become a greater reality in our own 
parish?” Sunday morning, following the 
Holy Communion and breakfast, is given 
to treating the problem of back-home ap- 
plications. Some of the insights which 
usually appear and are accepted by the 
group are as follows: 

1. This experience cannot be told ef- 
fectively at home; it must be experienced. 
We must find some way of helping people 
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Moratorium on Grumbling 


BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND (RNS) 
—Albert Holland, president of the 
Methodist Church in Ireland, made a 
public appeal here for “a truce to 
grumbling in 1956.” 

He proposed occasional “grumbling 
services” in the churches to “get all 
all our complaints off our chests.” 





to feel it and thus to understand it. The 
language of words must be used, but it 
will be inadequate unless coupled with the 
language of relationship. 

2. We must see to it that other groups 
of five have an opportunity to go to such 
weekend conferences. 

3. We should try to make possible a 
parish weekend conference which will en- 
able twenty or thirty members of our own 
parish to have this experience by them- 
selves as a parish group. 

4. We should try to encourage the entire 
Vestry to have a weekend experience like 
this. 

5. We should meet as a group when we 
get back and this group must not become 
a cult. We will meet not for the purpose 
of creating a new organization, but only 
for the purpose of maintaining the spirit 
and the direction that we have obtained 
at this weekend. 

6. While we may be critical of what is 
happening in our parishes, we will return 
with the purpose of not criticizing others 
but being critical and judgmental only 
about ourselves in our own role in the 
parish. 

7. As the number of those who become 
concerned about the redemptive task of 
the parish grows we will make use of The 
Parish Workshop as a means of putting us 
to work on the task of examining the ac- 
tivities and life of our own parish. 

8. We will talk immediately with the 
rector about the best way of proceeding 
from here. 


Use of Bible Study 


Once, twice, or three times in the course 
of a Parish Life Conference the leader 


usually suggests Bible study as a means 
of helping the conference to solve a dilem- 
ma or further its work. Such Bible study 
sessions should not be automatically held 
at certain points in the conference, such 
as the first thing Saturday morning or 
the last thing Saturday night, unless the 
actual experience of the conference sug- 
gests that these are very favorable times 
to seek the guidance of Holy Scripture. 

Approximately an hour is usually given 
to such a Bible Study session. A pas- 
sage of Scripture is announced and the 
group as a whole, or in smaller groups, 
gives ten to twelve minutes to reading the 
short passage and meditating upon it. 
The remainder of the hour is then given 
to sharing insights and questions which 
have occurred to the members during the 
reading. 

Some of the passages which have been 
used effectively in this conference are: I 
Kings 8:37-43, Isaiah 6:1-8, Ephesians 
4:1-6, Acts 2:41-47, Acts 2:1-12, Acts 
19-1-7, Genesis 3:1-13 and St. Luke 
22:54-61. 


Equipment 

The local department is asked to make 
all necessary arrangements for the phys- 
ical equipment of the conference. Pro- 
vision should be made by the department 
for the celebration of the Holy Commun- 
ion on Saturday and Sunday mornings. 
It is very important that a large black- 
board with eraser and chalk be provided 
or equipment procured for the use of 
newsprint and crayon. If the latter is 
to be used, a means should be provided for 
attaching the newsprint by scotch tape to 
an easel or the wall. 


A diocese or district may apply for 
leadership for a maximum of three con- 
ferences. ... 





R. T. L. Liston 


loss of influence. 





Signs of Improvement 


As one glances back across the long history, he finds some room 
for encouragement, some room for elation. 
moved to stand with his head bowed in solemn thankfulness to God for 
the heroic efforts of the saints of other times. 
be grateful for the signs of some fundamental improvements in the 
situation in recent years: the church undoubtedly has made better 
efforts since 1940 than at any other period in the twentieth century. 

. § In 1914 Dr. Henry H. Sweets issued. . 
Presbyterian Educational Institutions, 1913-1914, 
appear the names of 15 colleges which are now defunct. 
has, in this generation, lost more colleges than in any other period 
of her history. And neutral observers are telling us that the remain- 
ing colleges are now in greater danger than ever before. 
plans, or the indifferent following of good plans, can lead to further 
The church should understand and act upon this 
stern warning.—Church and Campus (John Knox Press). 
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EDITORIAL 


Progress in Education 

The news in regard to Christian higher 
education has been good for some time. 
On almost all fronts determined efforts 
are being made to strengthen institutions, 
make campus arrangements for effective 
service to students, raise faculty salaries, 
improve equipment and build up the en- 
dowment funds. 














Our cover and the important excerpts 
carried throughout this issue indicate 
something of this year’s enterprise 
throughout the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., as the study book, Church and 
Campus, attacks the problem at all levels. 

We have just seen the far-reaching in- 
fluence of the beneficence of the Ford 
Foundation, with a bold step toward the 
improvement of teachers’ salaries (OvtT- 
LooK, Dec. 26). 

The Synod of North Carolina com- 
pleted one of the most important surveys 
of educational institutions on record dur- 
ing 1955, thanks to a Ford Foundation 
grant, and the Synod of Virginia is em- 
barking upon a comparable study of its 
fewer institutions. 

We have recently reviewed the cam- 
paigns in progress or planned in the 
U.S. Church. All these make it clear 
that nobody in higher education has any 
idea that any policy of “business as 
usual” will do in coming years. All that 
has to be done is to make the church-at- 
large understand the problem and pro- 
vide the support. 


A Union in 1958 

It is good news that United and USA 
Presbyterians are moving along well 
toward a plan and a schedule of union, 
with the prospect that a definite agree- 
ment will be sent to the respective Assem- 
blies this year (see page 3). 


The overwhelming approval of union 
by United Presbyterians last year and 
the practically unanimous response of 
the USA presbyteries are good omens for 
the new undertaking. 

With the experience of 15 years behind 
the work of the present USA committee in 
negotiating with representatives of the 
Southern church, it should be possible to 
develop an even better plan than the one 
offered for the three-way merger. For one 
thing, some of the un-Presbyterian con- 
cessions which were offered at the request 
of opponents of union will not have to be 
included. Some of these concessions were 
recognized as mistakes for they were dis- 
tinct departures from historic Presbyte- 
rian polity and they made no difference 
to the opponents who had insisted upon 
them in the first place. That is, they 
were opposed to any plan regardless of 
concessions. 

The will to unite is present in these 
two currently negotiating bodies, and the 
will is goodwill. Where that prevails 
among brethren, details of a plan are 
not important. Therefore, it would seem 
that we can look confidently toward an 
approaching Presbyterian union of real 
significance in 1958. 


GUEST EDITORS - 
Church Union in New Zealand 


The vote on the “principle of union” 
may take place in 1957. The year 1956 
should prove to be stimulating and profit- 
able in the study of church union at all 
levels of church life. It will culminate 
in the holding of simultaneous Assemblies 
and Conference. It becomes clear there- 
fore that 1957 would be the best year for 
the taking of the first of the two projected 
votes. It is important to understand clear- 
ly the difference between these two votes. 
The first may best be described as a ref- 
erendum to gauge clearly the desire and 
willingness of the members of the 
churches involved to unite with one an- 
other, provided a suitable basis can be 
found. Then a basis of union will be 
prepared and some years later a second 
vote will be taken on whether the mem- 
bers of the churches are willing to unite 
with one another on that particular basis. 
The common proverb, ‘where there’s a will, 
there’s a way’ applies very aptly to church 
union. When Christians of different de- 
nominations earnestly desire to be joined 
together in the one visible church, then 
they can confidently look to the Holy 
Spirit to reveal to them the way to do it; 
but when the will to unite is either absent 
or half-hearted, then the way to unite 
becomes barred with insuperable ob- 
stacles. Thus the first vote is important 
because it gauges the desire and the will- 
ingness of Christians to unite; and the 
second vote is important because it makes 
possible the decisive step, provided that 





a sufficiently large majority is obtained. 

It appears probable at this stage that 
four denominations will be involved in 
this first vote, viz., the Presbyterian 
Church, the Methodist Church, the Con- 
gregational Union, and the Associated 
Churches of Christ—THE OvTLOOK, 
New Zealand. 


Professor and Student 


It is of the utmost importance that 
every college teacher, administrator, ath- 
letic coach and counselor should find his 
own Christian vocation. .. . 

One thinks of Thomas Hill Green, 
whose idealistic teachings inspired a gen- 
eration of British students at Oxford 
with the idea of self-realization through 
service to state and community. Henry 
Drummond not only interpreted biology 
from a Christian point of view but was 
an attractive spiritual force on every 
campus that he visited. Arthur Latham 
Perry, beloved professor of economics at 
Williams College, challenged his stu- 
dents’ minds and touched their hearts 
with his warm personal interest. Almost 
every campus has such men as these who, 
unheralded and with little hope of re- 
ward, live out their days as servants of 
truth and as quickeners of the creative 
spirit. 

The church will show true statesman- 
ship to the extent that it nurtures, re- 
cruits and encourages those who as teach- 
ers and guides of youth will confront their 
students with the living reality of Chris- 
tian vocation in action. 

—D. Maurice Avan and Dattras H. 
SmMirH in Church and Campus (John 
Knox Press). 


* * * 


Fewer Complaints, Please 


Mapison, Wic. (RNS)—Too many 
statements made about the Christian 
Church are in the nature of complaints, 
according to Ione Catton of Chicago, mis- 
sionary education program. secretary for 
the Congregational Christian Churches’ 
Missions Council. 

“We speak about the frightful compe- 
tition of secularism, the increase of crime 
and godlessness, the divisions within 
Protestantism and the need for more 
money and equipment for churches,” she 
told a Congregational Christian Midwest 
Regional Meeting here. 

“But we might summarize these things 


as alibis to which we are tempted to re- 
treat.” 


Dr. Catton expressed optimism over 
the future of the Christian Church. 

“We have great possessions in our 
temples of worship,” she said, “in the 
learning church, in the growing concept 
of what a mission is, in the great com- 
pany of dedicated persons and groups 
across this land, and most of all in that 
which is committed to us in the gospel.” 
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No. 5 in a series on the Christian doctrine of rewards 


(4) LIVING IN TRUTH 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


III John 4 


NKH EM MAT” is a good motto, 

even if it was thought up by a 
heathen king. Though he lived long 
before the Bible was written, his motto 
is almost duplicated in the New Testa- 
ment. “Living in Truth,” King Ikhna- 
ton called it. ‘Walking in Truth,” the 
beloved disciple expresses it. Both for 
Ikhnaton and John, truth is not the same 
thing as scientific precision, it refers to 
life-truth, truth-in-action, candor, the ab- 
sence of double-talk or double-thinking. 

Ikhnaton, being a king of Egypt, was 
tempted to all the kinds of falsification to 
which those in high places are liable. One 
of the most common is the temptation to 
put on a false front. Tradition in Egypt 
prescribed that the royal family should 
never be portrayed in any except the most 
dignified positions. ‘Tradition required 
the King and his family never to appear 
like common people, but as much as pos- 
sible like the gods they are supposed to 
be. Statues of the Pharaoh had to make 
him look every inch a hero, with barrel- 
chest; strong, stern face and powerful 
muscles. Nonsense, said Ikhnaton. He 
had anything but a football physique: 
rather bulgy around the waist, rather 
skinny in the chest. 

His face was not bad looking, but he 
looked more like Basil Rathbone than 
like John Wavne, if you know what I 
mean. 

At all events this “heretic king,” as 
he was called, instructed the royal chisel- 
ers to carve his portrait as he actully was, 
the first “candid camera” pictures in his- 
tory. Not always dignified, either; there 
is a painting still extant showing him 
tickling the queen’s chin with a flower. 
(Queens were not supposed to be ticklable. 
As for princesses, Ikhnaton had two of 
them, tiny girls, which would have been 
all right with his public, except that again 
“ankh em mat” or “living in truth” led 


Ikhnaton to have candid shots made of 
them, sitting on the floor under the royal 
table, chewing on chicken-bones. Hor- 
rors! the royal family acting like ordinary 
people? Outrageous! everybody in Egypt 
said. There were other items of Ankh 
em Mat which went down just as badly, 
and, in fact, Ikhnaton was no great suc- 
cess as king, not having a good head for 
armies. So while he lived he had very 
poor press notices and when he died 
everybody tried to forget him. 
Truth was not popular in ancient 
Egypt. 


S IT, EVER? The stuffed shirt, the 

false front, is just as popular as ever, 
and sometimes will get more votes than 
a candid and honest man. Nevertheless, 
Christians ought to know where to stand. 
Living and walking in truth is just as 
basic a necessity for the Christian’s life 
as it was when John wrote to Gaius. It 
means simple honesty, carried out as an 
everyday habit. First of all, honesty 
about oneself—one’s capacities, failures 
and successes. 

This is vital to the right attitude toward 
rewards, in this life or the next, for a 
false estimate of oneself means false no- 
tions of what “‘is coming to me.” Living 
in truth means being honest about one’s 
capacities. Underestimating and over- 
estimating are both bad. The person who 
pretends to himself that he cannot do 
what he is really able to do, shirks jobs 
he ought to undertake. Ask him (or her) 
to perform some service in the community, 
and the first word is, ‘““But I can’t do that. 
I never did . . .” and so forth. On the 
other hand, the person who overestimates 
himself will take on responsibilities he 
cannot carry, make promises he can never 
fulfill. Thinking less highly of yourself 
than you ought to think, you will not de- 
serve what you might have deserved or win 
what you might have won. Thinking more 
highly of yourself than you ought to think, 
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and world peace. 


Press). 





Character and Integrity 


The church and the public have a right to expect that from these 
church colleges will come persons with the insight, the spirit, and 
the unselfish devotion to lead in the direction of world understanding 
Where shall we expect to find such leadership if 
not in the colleges which draw their students from the best of Chris- 
tian homes and which can provide them with the best of Christian 
training? The commodity most needed in America today is moral 
character and spiritual integrity. 
fruitage of Christian education.—Church and Campus (John Knox 


This commodity is the natural 
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you will complain about many prizes you 
think you won but really did not. 
Living in truth means honesty about 
one’s failures. One will admit failure 
when it happens. Not before it happens, 
to be sure. Admitting defeat too soon 
is bad for any one. On the other hand, 
not admitting defeat when it has hap- 
pened only marks one a fool. But honesty 
demands more than a confession of fail- 
ure. This was my failure; am I willing 
to admit as much, or do I say it was all 
the fault of others? Do I conceal the 
weeds of failure under a pile of shiny 
zinnias? Admitting that was a failure, 
and mine, am I eager to forget the whole 
thing, or have I the stubborn honesty to 
exhume the corpse to see what it died of ? 
Can I conduct an honest post mortem? 
Living in truth means honesty about 
one’s successes too. Yes, they were mine. 
Sut are they as big as they look to me? 
Do I have the habit of success, or was 
this an extraordinary and unexpected oc- 
casion? And was it my success, really? 
How many people helped me, perhaps 
without knowing it? How many persons 
contributed something without which my 
success would have been impossible? 
Was the success something which 
helped others or did it help only me? 
Did my success consist in knocking 
someone else down? 


HEN AGAIN, living in truth means 

being honest with oneself about oth- 
ers, particularly those with whom you are 
in some way compared—your colleague or 
rival—the people who will get the pro- 
motion if you don’t or who may get the 
invitations while you are left out. Es- 
pecially people about on a par with you, 
but also those above or below you. Are 
vou honest with yourself about them? 
“With yourself”; for you may have been 
socially trained to the point where you 
always say the right thing whether you 
mean it or not. 

Have a little private session with your- 
self and find out what you really think. 
Am I honest about these other people? I 
have said, ‘““He’s a grand person”; do I 
think so, sure enough? Can I recognize 
which of his personality traits are su- 
perior to mine? Can I realize he has the 
extra energy I never had? Can I hon- 
estly admit his skill, his persistence, his 
tact? And am I honest about his 
shortcomings, or do I always think of 
them as a more-than-counterweight to his 
good qualities—‘“‘He’s good in many 
ways, but . . .”?>—And am I honest too 
about people who are not my rivals but 
who have helped me? 

Am I quite as eager to see that they 
get part of the credit as I am to see that 
I get most of it? 

If you cannot pass some such self- 
examinations, aren’t you going to be 
pretty grumpy when rewards are being 
given out? 








Walters Directs Study 
Of Virginia Institutions 


A major study of the three educa- 
tional institutions of the Synod of Vir- 
ginia is getting underway, directed by 
President Emeritus Raymond Walters of 
the University of Cincinnati. 

This study will be patterned after the 
pioneering study made possible by a Ford 


Foundation grant in North Carolina dur- 
ing the past few years. 

Hampden-Sydney and Mary Baldwin 
Colleges and Union Theological Sem- 
inary are involved in the study. The 
$15,000 cost is to be shared by the As- 
sembly’s Board of Christian Education 
and the institutions. 

An advisory committee of prominent 
educators will assist in the survey. New 
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fifty years.” 


Press). 


Unparalleled Opportunity 


The changing South offers the church an unparalleled opportunity, 
particularly in the rapidly-growing suburban areas. 
portant population movement in America,’’ writes one of our urban 
sociologists, “is from the cities into the adjoining areas. 
who are making their homes in these nascent communities generally 
have a Protestant heritage [this is especially true in the South]. 
wisdom displayed by minister and laymen in adapting old churches 
or establishing new ones to serve the religious needs of this popula- 
tion will greatly influence the course of Protestantism for the next 
This is an understatement; it will determine the course 
of Protestantism for generations to come. 
suburbs want what the Presbyterian Church has to offer, and today 
as never before, it attracts men from every religious background and 
with no religious background.—Church and Campus (John Knox 
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1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1956 


Unites: sound scholarship and broad training 
for life with a vital Christian emphasis. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Early Application is Essential 
Freshman Class Limited to 250 


Selection, beginning February first, made from 
approximately 600 applications 


Apply Now—Davidson College, Admissions Office, Davidson, N. C. 








Peace College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 
North Carolina 

A Junior College combined with the last 
two years of preparatory school for 
girls who wish to complete high school 
work in a college atmosphere. Accred- 
ited. Transfer or terminal programs 
offered in: 
LIBERAL ARTS 

SECRETARIAL 


HOME ECONOMICS 
PRE-NURSING 
MUSIC ART 
Well-rounded program of sports, cul- 
tural, and social activities. For catalog 
write: 

WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
Raleigh, N. C. 











PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence, Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A, and A.S. degrees. Graduate trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention, Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 11th, and 
12th grades. Veterans. Moderate 
charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Sec- 
ond Semester begins January 30. 1956. 
THE REGISTRAR 


Box 38-R Maxton, Nerth Carolina 











York University’s Dean Francis C. Rose- 
crance is chairman, assisted by Ruth E, 
Eckert, University of Minnesota; Myron 
F. Wicke, Methodist Division of Higher 
Education; Ernest C. Colwell, Emory 
University; John D. Millett, president of 
Miami (Ohio) University. 

Recommendations growing out of the 
study will be presented to the Synod of 
Virginia at its July 17-19 meeting this 
year. 

A large committee named by the synod 
is supervising the undertaking. Frank 
S. Moore, Norfolk business man, is chair- 
man. 


Presbyterian Groups Get 
Fund for Republic Grants 


New York (rNs)—A total of $55,000 
in grants to three Protestant agencies for 
the promotion of studies and activities 
aimed at the preservation of civil rights 
was announced here by the Fund for the 
Republic. 

Grants of $15,000 each were made to 
the Presbyterian, USA, department of so- 
cial education and action and the Pres- 
byterian, U.S., division of Christian re- 
lations. Both were for educational work 
in racial and cultural relations. 

Largest of the grants was that of $25,- 
000 to the Methodist Board of Social and 
Economic Relations to ‘‘finance studies 
on the challenge of Communism to Chris- 
tianity and on social thought and action 
in the Methodist Church.” 

In Chicago, A. Dudley Ward, executive 
secretary of the Methodist board, said his 
group wished to “clarify the real threat 
of Communism” and determine how to 
meet it. The 45-member board will meet 
there Jan. 25 under the chairmanship of 
Bishop Lloyd C. Wicke of Pittsburgh to 
draft a specific program for the study. 

Last September the board received 
$25,000 from the Fund for use in pro- 
moting interracial study conferences, 
workshops and work camps. 

Other church organizations that pre- 





NO GREATER privi- 


lege exists than that of serving 
God through the example of 
leadership. Share with us the 
privilege of training our youth 
for service and_ leadership. 
Make your contribution, large 
or small, to Stillman College, 


P.O. Drawer 483, an act of wor- 
ship, an act of LOVE. 
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viously received grants from the Fund for 
programs in the field of race relations are 
the American Friends Service Commit- 
tee, the Catholic Interracial Council of 
Chicago, and the National Council of 
Churches. 

In addition to the grants to the three 
church agencies, the Fund also announced 
gifts totaling $24,670 to the Association 
of the Bar of the City of New York Fund 
Inc., the National Student Association, 
and Columbia University. 


Hymn-of-the-Month 
Plan Is Launched 


The Hymn-of-the-Month plan, used 
by individual churches for many years, 
is now being promoted throughout the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., in an effort 
to introduce worthwhile hymns and to 
encourage people to use and learn them. 

For the current year, the Council on 
Church Music, appointed by the Board 
of Christian Education, has chosen the 
following hymns: 

January, Guide me, O Thou great Je- 
hovah. New Year. 

February, Jesus shall reign. World Mis- 
sions, 

March, Rock of ages. Evangelism. 

April, The day of resurrection. Easter. 


May, Savior, teach me, day by day. Chris- | 


tian Family. 

June, For the beauty of the earth. Vaca- 
tion schools, conferences, etc. 

July, The Lord’s my shepherd. 

August, Amazing grace. Evangelism. 

September, Lord, speak to me that I may 
speak. Religious education. 

October, Where cross the crowded ways 
of life. Church extension. 

November, Come, ye thankful people, 
come. Thanksgiving. 

December, Brightest and Best. 
mas. 


Christ- 


In such plans it is customary to sing 
the Hymn-of-the-Month in each Sunday 
service and in other meetings during the 
month. Items of interest from its his- 
tory or interpretation are supplied in the 
bulletin or other publications and encour- 
agement is given to memorizing it. 


(NOTE—An exchange of ideas suggest- 
ing fruitful procedures will be carried 
here as items are supplied.—Eb1Tors.) 


Faith Healing Meetings 
Under Fire in Manila 


ManiLa (RNs)—City and national 
health officers have urged cancellation of 
the permit granted American evangelist 





Malcolm C. Mclver 


Who... ? 


Through (the Department of Campus Christian Life) the church has 
a part in the preaching of the Word of God, in providing pastoral 
care for all in the college community, and in training students and 
faculty as effective workers for Christ on the campus. Tomorrow’s 
leaders are in the classroom today. Who will make the laws and 
execute the functions of government? Who will develop new methods 
to heal sick bodies and minds? Who will build the homes of tomor- 
row? Who will go to the ends of the earth to proclaim the good news 
of Jesus Christ? These questions are being answered by students 
every day. Here are our statesmen, our educators, our industrial 
and commercial leaders, our artists and philanthropists. Through 
the ministry of Campus Christian Life, the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
is seeking to become a vital factor in the crucial decisions which 
students are making today.—Church and Campus (John Knox Press.) 








FLORA MACDONALD 
COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 

An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 
Arts College 

B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 

Christian Education for Christian 
Living and Service 
MarsHALL Scott Woopson, President 
“A Superior College for Superior Students” 
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THE EMPHASIS FOR THE 


WEEK OF PRAYER 
AND SELF-DENIAL 
FOR 

WORLD MISSIONS 


WILL BE ON FINDING AND 
SUPPORTING THE NEW 
MISSIONARIES CALLED FOR 
IN THE FORWARD WITH 

| CHRIST MOVEMENT. 


| The following audio-visuals 
| will be helpful in supporting 
| this emphasis... . 


RECRUITS FOR CHRIST 


Sound movie, black and white 
30 minutes, rental $9.00 


THIS WAY WE CHOOSE 


Sound filmstrip, black and white 
65 Frames, 333 or 78 records 
| rental $2.50 


THAT THEY MAY HEAR 


Sound movie, black and white 
30 minutes, rental $9.00 


ORDER FROM 


| Audio-Visual Aids Department 


| Board of Christian Education 


| Box 1176 Richmond, Virginia 
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Oral Roberts to hold faith-healing ses- 
sions here. 

They contend that the outdoor rallies 
which have been drawing nightly crowds 
of 5,000 at a park in the downtown area 
are a health menace because they attract 
many persons suffering from communi- 
cable diseases. Popular response to the 
evangelist’s appeals has been great despite 
almost daily critical comment by Manila 
newspapers. 

The officials said they would recom- 
mend rescinding the permit even if the 
evangelist should shift the meetings into 
a church. 


Congress Gets Bills to 
Bar Liquor on Planes 


WasHINGTON, D. C. (RNs)—Legisla- 
tion to prohibit the serving of alcoholic 
beverages on commercial airliners while 
they are in flight was introduced in the 
House of Reps. Thomas J. Lane (D.- 
Mass.) and John Bell Williams (D.- 
Miss. ). 

Both Congressmen said they had filed 
the bills after receiving many protests 
against the practice, particularly from 
members of church and_ temperance 
groups. 

The 
House 
merce. 


. . 
Major Effort in Cuba 
. . 

Marks Evangelism Drive 

Havana, Cusa (rNs)—Charles B. 
Templeton, secretary of the Prebsyterian, 
USA, National Commission on Evange- 
lism, was the principal speaker at a mass 
rally in First Presbyterian church here 
opening the denomination’s first intensive 
evangelistic compaign on the island. 


referred to the 
Interstate Com- 


measures were 


Committee on 


Participating in the eight-day effort 
were 55 clergymen and laymen from va- 
rious parts of the United States. They 
included 11 ministers of the Synod of 
New Jersey, to which Cuba is organiza- 
tionally linked, and five leaders of the 
National Council of Presbyterian Wom- 
en’s Organizations who were making a 
five-week tour of Caribbean countries. 

Following the rally here, participants 
in the evangelistic effort joined in a one- 
day retreat after which they fanned out 
to Cuba’s 32 Presbyterian churches and 


ce a 


*Pulpit and Choir: 
Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


y Church Furniture - Stoles 
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René de Visme Williamson 


higher education. 
graphs, treatises and textbooks. 


finest music. 





Christian Professors 


The faculty Christian movement will mean much to American 
It will lead to the writing of papers, articles, mono- 
Thus will grow a new literary output 
written in response not to the private ambitions of individual scholars, 
nor to the pressure of university administrations, but to the same 
Christian urge that built our cathedrals and inspired some of our 
It wili reverse the centrifugal character of much con- 
temporary knowledge and impart to it a measure of integration. It 
will restore to our colleges and universities a long-lost sense of organic 
oneness, because it will supply a common meeting ground and center 
of interest, a common channel of communication, and a common body 
of Christian experience and language by means of which instructional 
and administrative staffs can be brought together. 
lose their separatism which so often makes them poor academic citi- 
zens, and will gain an infinitely greater concern for students as indi- 
vidual human beings with a Christian destiny to fulfill, which will 
give new life and force to teaching. The Christian professors of this 
country are experiencing a real call to witness and are responding to 
it.—Church and Campus (John Knox Press). 


Professors will 








their chapels in a six-day preaching mis- 
sion. 

At the close of the mission, members of 
the National Commission on Evangelism 
remained in Cuba for five days to hold 
their annual meeting at the Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Matanzas. They 
also conducted three mass rallies for 
youth in the island’s leading cities. 


Merging Groups Hold 
‘Get-Acquainted’ Sessions 


Merom, IND. (RNS)—Plans for local 
meetings throughout the Midwest this 
vear at which Congregationalists and 
members of the Evangelical and Reform- 
ed Church can “get acquainted with each 
other’’ were drafted here by laymen of 
both groups. 

It was the first joint laymen’s confer- 
ence sponsored by the Congregational 
Christian Churches and the EXR Church, 
which have voted to ferge in June, 1957. 

Some 125 key men and women of the 
two denominations from 11 Midwest 
states found their weekend “get together” 
here so productive that they called for 
similar gatherings of three or more local 
congregations all over the region in com- 
ing months. 

Other “get acquainted”’ activities pro- 












Catalog and fine selections 
of sample materials on re- 
quest. Fair Prices. Mention 
whether for Pulpit or 
Choir. 

DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 

1217 South 4th St. 
Greenville, Ill. 





posed included pilgrimages and caravans 
to local churches, exchange of fraternal 
delegates at meetings, speakers’ bureaus, 
exchange of pulpits, joint social and 
study groups and panel discussions. 

A high point of the meeting here was 
a joint Communion service at which the 
Rev. Lillian S. Gregory of Chicago, act- 
ing executive secretary of the National 
Fellowship of Congregational Christian 
Women, presided. 

Participants urged that a joint Com- 
munion service also be held at the pro- 
posed local conferences. 


“Enjoyed Your Sermon” 


I sometimes feel like turning the tables 
on the nice people who say, “I did enjoy 
your sermon,” by responsing with, “and 
I did enjoy your listening.” There are 
listeners in every congregation whose 
eager and rapt attentiveness is a great 
help to the preacher.”—PETER PARSON 
in The British Weekly. 


* * * 





HYMNBOOK EXCHANGE 


WANTED 
USA Hymnal, 75 copies. 





Robt. R. Wil- 


liams, Box 105, Belfield, N. Dak. 
Hymnal for Christian Worship, 60 copies. 
Crossett, Ark. 


=) PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 


Don K. Campbell. 


AU) Iai WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
Hill J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
-———4 DEPT. 25, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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Gratitude, a Christian Essential 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for February 5, 1956 
Luke 17:1-19 Printed Text vss. 11-19 


Gratitude is a virtue; is it also an 
essential, as our lesson topic indicates? 
We might bear that question in mind as 
we take up our study. But observe first 
that the lesson passage transmits other 
lessons as well, lessons inculcated by Jesus 
in Perea, as he made his way slowly 
toward Jerusalem and the cross. 


|. A Lesson on Stumbling Blocks, 

17:1-2 

That there should be evil in the world 
is inevitable, Jesus says, even such evil 
as leads others astray, but this is no ex- 
cuse for evil conduct on the part of any 
individual. Woe to any individual who 
tempts his fellowman to stumble into sin 
or unbelief. If they cause to fall those 
who are less mature than themselves in 
years or experience (this seems to be the 
best meaning for “little ones”), their re- 
sponsibility is even heavier. It would be 
better for them to have a millstone hanged 
about their neck and to be thrown into 
the sea. In that case only their body 
would perish, but in the other case their 
soul is endangered. 

What are some of the occasions of 
stumbling today for children, for youth, 
for adults, occasions of stumbling into 
sin, occasions of stumbling into unbelief ? 
Ernest Fremont Tittle mentions among 
others: 

“brothels fattening on human weak- 
ness; taverns selling to minors; slum 
properties commanding exorbitant rents 
and making for disease, crime, and ju- 
venile delinquency; advertising appealing 
to the desires of pride and snobbery or 
encouraging envy and_ overspending; 
books, magazines and plays trading in 
the salacious, if not the obscene; organi- 
zations fostering racial and religious prej- 
udice. ...” 

What would you add or omit? 

Writes Buttrick in the Interpreters’ 
Bible: 

“If the caution is addressed to church 
leaders, the sins that snare the weak are 
false ambition, intolerance, assertiveness, 
indifference. It is an unfortunate fact that 
people can be alienated from the faith by 
the hypocrisy of believers, as many per- 
haps as by the outright evil of alien minds. 
If the caution is addressed to the world, 
we read here the condemnation of Jesus 
on those who set low standards of success 
or who sneer at goodness. Many a youth 
enters business or the professions with 
high motives only to find a sensual and 
cynical climate in which high motive can- 
not live. As well might a tree hope to 
grow in a desert as faith to flourish where 
men say, ‘Business is business.’ ” 


ll. A Lesson on Forgiveness, 17:3-4 
Many Bible students think there is no 


connection between this paragraph and 
the one we have just studied. Others 
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think that this is a particular case in 
point, against which disciples must be 
on their guard. “If your brother sins. . . ” 
Manson says: 

“In such a case, the ‘stumbling block’ 
offered to the weaker brother may take 
the form either of not pointing out to 
him the consequences of his sin or of re- 
fusing pardon when the fault is confessed. 
Either case involves serious dangers to 
the soul of the erring brother, and rather 
than that a repentant soul should be dis- 
couraged Jesus urges a boundless forgive- 
ness.” 

Whether there is any connection be- 
tween the two sections or not, Jesus warns 
us that the case of a brother who had 
sinned (especially against us) is a case 
in which we need to be particularly on 
our guard not only for our brother’s sake 
but also for our own. 

Our first obligation is to rebuke. It 
takes a great deal of grace to be able to 
rebuke another so as to do him good and 
not stir up resentment. And that is the 
kind of rebuke that Jesus had in mind. 
We are trying to reclaim our brother. 
The rebuke is a means to that end. 

Our second obligation is to forgive. 
“Tf he repents, forgive him.” Does Jesus 
mean that forgiveness is not necessary 
unless there is repentance? If this verse 
stood alone we might come to that con- 
clusion. But other passages (see Mt. 
18:21-22) make it clear that there is no 
such condition. To forgive means not 
to strike back for the sake of revenge; 
it means a readiness to accept reconcilia- 
tion; it means continued goodwill toward 
the sinner. So long as the sin remains, 
however, there is an obstacle to perfect 
reconciliation on his part. Our prime 
concern, Jesus indicates, should be the 
reformation of our brother. To accom- 
plish this object, we must be willing to 
forgive him seven times a day, meaning, 
of course, indefinitely. 

Jesus had a great deal to say about 
the duty of forgiveness. He even taught 
us to pray, “Forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors.”” Do Christians for- 
give as they hope to be forgiven? Why 
do we not take the words of Jesus more 
seriouslv? Why does Jesus say that in 
such cases we must take heed to our- 
selves cannot enjoy the full blessing of 
easv to forgive, or also because we our- 
selves canot enjoy the full blessing of 
God without forgiveness? Whom does 
an unforgiving spirit harm the most— 
ourselves or others ? 


Ill. A Lesson on Faith, 17:5-6 
The disciples said to Jesus, “Increase 
our faith.” Manson thinks that this re- 


quest grew out of the preceding conver- 
sation. 

“The requirement of a forgiveness which 
knows no limit seems to the apostles im- 
practicable, and they indicate their doubt 
by saying, Give us more faith.” 

As S. D. Gordon suggests, it is just 
as if they had said, “It will take more 
faith than we have now to believe that 
things will work out that way.” 

They ask Jesus to increase their faith. 
A. T. Robertson says this sounds like the 
stereotyped petition that Christians often 
pray today. A little reflection will show 
that we ought to answer such a prayer 
ourselves. 

Jesus replies that if faith in the true 
sense exists at all, it will make any moral 
duty possible, and he uses an illustration 
which obviously is to be symbolically un- 
derstood. ‘If you had faith as a grain 
of mustard seed, you could say to this 
sycamine tree, ‘Be rooted up and be 
planted in the sea,’ and it would obey 
you.” Snowden says: 

“This is metaphorical language with 
which the hearers of Jesus were familiar, 
and which would not be misunderstood 
as though it were to be taken in a literal 
sense. But at times we are confronted 
with duties and dangers which tax our 
faith, with what looks like an impossible 
thing; and yet there is no telling what 
we may do towards removing it if we will 
only lay hold of it with mighty faith.” 


Erdman writes in similar vein: 


“The followers of Christ today need to 
be reminded of these same truths, namely 
the unbounded possibilities which might 
be theirs if their trust in Christ were 
more simple, more unquestioning and more 
real.” 


IV. A Lesson on Service, 17:7-10 

A servant, Jesus goes on to point out, 
does not expect any particular thanks or 
reward for doing what was normally ex- 
pected of him. The parable, based on 
life as it actually was in Jesus’ day, may 
seem a little harsh to us. We must rec- 
ognize, therefore, that Jesus is not at- 
tempting to portray the character of God; 
he is described elsewhere as one who is 
our Father, more ready to give good gifts 
to his children than any earthly father is 
to give good gifts unto his children. 
Tittle comments: 


“What the parable of the servant is 
designed to bring out is not the way in 
which God deals with those who serve him 
but rather the spirit in which we should 
serve God. 

“There is no letup in the service of 
God. When you come in after a hard day’s 
work there is still work to do. A humane 
and civilized culture involves unremitting 
struggle with the forces of evil and un- 
reason. There must be no consent to 
laziness or inertia, no toleration of ig- 
norance and illiteracy, no truce with hu- 
man selfishness and cupidity, no capitula- 
tion to fear. Those engaged in the fight 
for a decent and durable civilization may 
be given an occasional furlough but no dis- 
charge from the war. 

“Not all God’s people appear to have 
stamina enough to serve him to the end. 
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Some of us take a job in the church or 
outside of it, a job that offers opportunity 
of service, and for a time... we do well, 
rendering a service of no little importance. 
But coming in from the field after a hard 
day’s work and finding work still to do, 
we grow weary (and then too often quit).” 
(The Gospel According to Luke, Harper 
and Brothers) 

The parable also rebukes the pride, 
the desire for praise and for reward which 
too often characterize the followers of 
Jesus—the people who work only when 
they receive their meed of recognition and 
praise. It teaches that no human work, 
however arduous, gives a man any claim 
upon God. We owe him far more than 
we can possibly do. We should note, in 
this connection, that the word “unprofit- 
able” in vs. 10 (KJv) and “unworthy” in 
the rsv does not mean worthless; it merely 
implies that we have not gone beyond 
our obligation or duty; we will never do 
so. The point is that God is under no 
obligation to us. Salvation comes not 
through works, but through grace. As 
Paul writes in Ephesians 2:8-9: 

“By grace you have been saved through 
faith; and this is not your own doing, it 
is the gift of God—not because of works 
lest any man should boast.” 


V. A Lesson in Gratitude 

One day as Jesus was entering into 
a certain village on the border between 
Galilee and Samaria (so the rsv) he met 
ten lepers, who lived on the outskirts of 
the village. The majority of the group 
were Jews, but one at least was a Samari- 
tan. In normal life Samaritans and Jews 
had no dealings with one another, but 
misery loves company and the terrible 
affliction which they all suffered had 
broken down every barrier. The whole 
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group stood afar off, as the law required, 
but lifted up their voice and cried, ‘““Mas- 
ter, have mercy upon us.” Jesus replied, 
“Go and show yourselves to the priest.” 

We recall here that the biblical leprosy 
included various diseases of skin and 
flesh, some of which were curable. A 
leper was isolated from his neighbors, 
but could return to normal life if a priest 
certified that his flesh was healed. Jesus, 
in effect, instructed the ten lepers to re- 
port to the proper health authorities for 
such a certificate. 

The faith of the company was shown 
in their obedience to Christ’s command. 
As they proceeded on their way, in faith, 
the cure took place. One, only one, the 
Samaritan, turned back to thank Jesus 
for what he had done. “As they were 
no longer companions in misery,” Manson 
says, “the Jews would rejoice that the 
Samaritan turned back and left them.” 
This is only a conjecture, but it may be 
true. There was no great objection to 
integregation at the battle front, but when 
the Negro came home it was another 
matter. Luke is the only evangelist who 
tells us of this incident, and the only 
one also who gives Jesus’ parable of the 
Good Samaritan. 

The bystanders must have been com- 
menting upon the return of the Samaritan, 
for Jesus turned and said, “Were not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no 
one found to return and give praise to 
God except this foreigner?” Jesus was 
thinking not of his own glory, but of 
God’s glory; and of the grateful praise 
of the Samaritan (a stranger among 
God’s chosen people) which was so elo- 
quent in contrast with the silence of those 
who might have been expected to give 
thanks unto God. 

Is ingratitude a common fault, in- 
gratitude to man, ingratitude to God? 
Think of the things we take for granted 
—the regularity of the season, the alter- 
nation of day and night, sunshine and 
rain, seedtime and harvest, the beauty 
of the earth and sea and sky, our daily 
food on which so many have labored. 
As Tittle says: 

“We take for granted the lighting and 
heating of our houses, the delivery of our 
mail, the working of our telephones, the 
policing of our cities, the teaching of our 
children. ... We take for granted a tradi- 
tion of service that derives from the love 
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of God made manifest in Christ, a tradi- 
tion of mercy and compassion and unfail- 
ing ministry to others without which the 
world of today would seem hardly en- 
durable and the future most dreadfully 
dark. We may even take for granted qa 
divine mercy that does not abandon us 
but gives us another chance when we have 
played the fool and brought disaster upon 
ourselves and others.” 

Paul apparently regarded gratitude as 
a primary Christian virtue. We are to 
give thanks always, he reminds us, al- 
ways for all things (Eph. 5:20). “In 
everything by prayer and supplication 
with thankgiving let your requests be 
made known to God,” he says again 
(Phil. 4:6). Why should we express our 
gratitude to him? Because he desires our 
praise, because ingratitude chills and 
blunts our own spirits, or because it helps 
others to find the blessings that we our- 
selves have found? 

Jesus said to the Samaritan, “Rise and 
go your way; your faith has made you 
well.”” To some, Jesus’ words here seem 
out of place. The cure of the Samaritan, 
along with the others, had taken place 
earlier. It may be, however, that Jesus 
wished to emphasize the fact that it was 
the Samaritan’s faith in him which led 
to the cure, and “so to nurture that germ 
of new life into fuller trust in his divine 
person.” Or it may be that Jesus meant 
to indicate that the faith which had first 
secured the healing of the body, and 
which was manifest in the man’s return 
and his gratitude now secured for him 
health of soul as well as body, for eternity 
as well as for time. Read again Paul’s 
words in Philippians: 

“In everything by prayer and supplica- 
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God, and the peace of 
God which passes all understanding will 
keep your hearts and your minds in 
Christ.” 

It is very doubtful if one ever knows 
the peace of God which passes all under- 
standing unless there is thanksgiving. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
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Spiritual growth can be even more 
painful than physical development, for 
it involves the crucifixion of the old sin- 
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BOOK NOTES 


HANDBOOK OF INDOOR GAMES AND 
STUNTS. By Darwin A. Hindman. Prentice- 
Hall, New York. 304 pp., $6.50. 





Recreation leaders, church libraries 
and such resources will do well to have 
this valuable book on hand. These in- 
door activities are non-athletic. The 
book is really a mine of varied games, 
stunts, contests and puzzles. The com- 
piler is professor of physical education, 
University of Missouri. 


WE SING OF LIFE. Vincent Silliman. 
Beacon Press, Boston. 172 pp., $3. 


This is an unusual song—not hymn— 
book. It is unique in its typography: 
hand-lettered throughout and somewhat 
wearisome because of this. It is out-of- 
the ordinary in its scope. Its stated pur- 
pose is to include “‘songs that are religious 
because they express a creative approach 
to life,” but the Creator is too often de- 
emphasized while the creature receives 
the crown (one song: “Spirit of Man, 
ascend thy throne”). Of course, the pre- 
vailing influence is Unitarian and it is 
not surprising that it is more two-dimen- 
sional than three. Neverthless, there are 
many interesting and worthwhile features 
in the book and some fine songs, not 
usually available, are included. For ex- 
ample, many fine folk songs. For refer- 
ence and selected use, it will be valuable 
to many. 


THE ILLUSTRATED TREASURY OF CHIL- 
DREN’S LITERATURE. Edited by Margaret 
E. Martignoni. Grosset & Dunlap, New York. 
512 74%" x 10” pages., $4.95. 


This is a marvelous one-volume library 
of children’s favorites — from nursery 
rhymes to classical myths to excerpts from 
Bambi and Penrod. Here are fables, 
legends, fairy tales, childhood poems, and 
49 famous stories, some of them excerpts 
from books. Illustrations, many in full 
color, total 550. All families will want 
it; every library (including church li- 
braries) should have it. 


HOW TO HELP FOLKS HAVE FUN. Helen 
and Larry Eisenberg. Association Press, New 
York. 64 pp., $1. 


One of the “Leadership Series” of 
books, designed to help those who have 
recreation responsibility. Tells how and 
what to do. 
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Christian Vocation 


Christian higher education . . . must bear much of the responsibility 
to make the vision of a totally dedicated life-service both appealing 
and challenging to college young people. 
have not found a worthwhile goal. 
think seriously of their Christian vocation as students. 
student is just as truly a divine calling as being a lawyer, physician 
The young person who has really understood his Christian 
vocation as a student will not be one-sided. He will realize the great 
value of the social life and the extra-curricular activities on the 
campus for developing the total person. 
will be a must, for a fully-committed Christian knows that in the 
world of today God wants clear-thinking, well-informed, disciplined 
minds.—Church and Campus (John Knox Press). 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Philosophy of Epictetus. John Bon- 
forte. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $3.00. 

God and Country. Charles Schoenfeld. 
Philosophical Library, N. Y. $3.00. 

By Grace Alone. Herman Kuiper. Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids. 
Mich. $2.50. 

The Long Arm of God, Wesley Shrader. 
American Press, N. Y. $3.00. 

The Minister’s Complete Guide to Suc- 
cessful Retirement. Norman Lobenz. Chan- 
nel Press, Great Neck, N. Y. $2.95. 


The Flood and Noah’s Ark. Andre Par- 
rot. Philosophical Library, N.. Y. $2.75. 

The Tower of Babel, Andre Parrot. Phil- 
osophical Library, N. Y. $2.75. 


The Right to Read. Paul Blanshard. 
Beacon Press, Bosten, Mass. $3.50. 

Ethies. Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Macmillan 
Co., N. Y. $4.00. 

The Ministry of the Glory Cloud. R. E. 
Hough. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $3.50. 

Fraternities Without Brotherhood. Al- 
fred McClung Lee. Beacon Press, Boston, 
Mass. $1.95, paper. 

A Second Century Worship Service. Rob- 
ert H. Bogue. Capital Church Publishers, 
Washington, D.C. $1.00, paper. 

God Plans for Happy Families, Elizabeth 
B. Jones. 
$1.50. 

Making Money for Your Church. Helen 
K. Knowles. Bond Wheelwright Co., Port- 
land, Me. $3.50. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress, Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 32 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 
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The Juiciest, Sweetest and Finest Oranges 

and Grapefruit are grown in Manatee 
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ustrated folder. 
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HELP WANTED 


WANTED—DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION for Presbyterian church of 
2,000 in Florida. State age, training and 
experience and minimum salary expected. 
Riverside Presbyterian Church, 849 Park 
Street, Jacksonville, Fla. 





Ancient Christian Writers—St. Maximus 
the Confessor. Translated by Polycarp 
Sherwood. Newman Press, Westminster, 
Md. $3.25. 

The History of American Funeral Di- 
recting. Robert W. Habenstein & William 
M. Lamers. Bulfin Printers, Inc., Milwau- 
kee, Wisc. $5.00. 

A Christian in Politics. Luther W. Young- 
dahl. T. S. Denison & Co., Minneapolis, 
Minn, $3.50. 

Calvin’s Doctrine of the Last Things. 
Heinrich Quistorp. John Knox Press, 
Richmond. $3.00. 

Victory Over Death. A. J, Wm. Myers. 
Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. $1.00, cloth. 
50¢, paper. 

Discovering the Unshakable, Helen L. 
Toner. Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. $1.50. 

We Sing of Life. Vincent Silliman, editor. 
Beacon Press, Boston. $3. 
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Only 75¢, paper bound. Quantity dis- 
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Duke University Library 
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MINIS tenance 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Albert L. Vreeland from Chattahoochee, 
Fla., to Enterprise, Ala. 

F. C. Hutcheson from Tabor City, N. C., 
to 1209 Bedford Ave., Altavista, Va. 

J. Russell Young from Jacksonville, 
Fla., to the Community church, Keystone 
Heights, Fla. 

C. W. Jennings from Wentworth, N. C., 
to 701 Va. Ave., Spray, N. C. 

J. Basil Ramsey from Jacksboro, Texas, 
to Nevada, Mo. 

Arloe L. Shelton from Girard, Kan., to 
Odessa, Mo. 

Bolling Hobson from Princeton, W. Va., 
to the Patton Nursing Home, 344 King 
George Ave., S. W., Roanoke, Va. 

C. Groshon Gunn from Lake Hamilton, 
Ark., to 409 Ward Ave., Hot Springs, Ark. 


MISSIONARIES 
The Milton L. Daugherty family of Cam- 
pinas, Brazil, is currently in this country. 


DEATHS 

William T. Martin, Jr., 34, of the First 
church, Tallahassee, Fla., died of shotgun 
wounds a few hours before the scheduled 
start of church services Jan. 8. His wife, 
who was sleeping in another bed room, 
heard the shot and found him lying on 
the floor by his bed. A 16-gauge shotgun 
was nearby. Dr. Martin had been in 
poor health for several months although 
he continued to preach. 

William R. Hamme, 68, faculty member 
of Silliman University in the Philippines 
and a Presbyterian, USA, missionary, 
died Jan. 8 while on furlough. He suffered 
a heart attack at LasCruces, N. M., while 
driving to California. 


CHARLOTTE 

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.) min- 
isterial association (white), after several 
months of discussion, voted 47-23 to merge 
with the Negro ministerial association. 


WALDENSIAN LEADER 

Achille Deodato, Moderator of the 
Waldensian General Assembly and presi- 
dent of the Federal Council of Evangelical 
Churches of Italy, is now touring this 
country. After engagements in the New 
York City area through Jan. 24, his itiner- 
ary was to follow this order: 

Jan. 25, Princeton, N. J. 

Jan. 26-31, Philadelphia area. 

Feb. 1-3, Washington, D. C. 

Feb. 4-5, Charleston, S. C. 

Feb. 6-7, Valdese, N. C. 

Feb. 8, Charlotte, N. C. 

Feb. 9-12, Decatur, Ga. 

Feb. 16-22, Los Angeles area. 

Feb. 23-Mar. 1, San Francisco area. 

Mar. 2-4, Portland, Oregon. 

Mar. 5-6, Seattle, Wash. 

Mar. 10-14, Chicago, Ill. 

Mar. 15-16, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Mar. 17-19, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Mar. 21, New York City. 

Mar. 22, Germantown, Pa. 

Mar. 23, Montclair, N. J. 

Mar. 24, New York City. 

Mar. 25-26, Hartford, Conn. 

Mar. 27-28, Boston, Mass. 

Arrangements are being made through 
the American Waldensian Aid Society, 
156 5th Ave., NYC 10. 
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Illinois College President Is Caine 


L. Vernon Caine, vice-president of Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn., has been 
elected president of Illinois College, Jacksonville, Il]. Dr. Caine has accepted the 
new work and is expected to assume his duties February 1. He will succeed William 
K. Selden. 

The college enrollment is approximately 300. Since 1903 it has been co-educa- 
tional. The college was founded in 1829 with Edward Beecher, of the famous 
Beecher family, as president. 





Hunter B. Blakely 


Call to Presbyterians 


It was largely through emphasis on and consecration to education 
that Presbyterians had great influence. Their educated men and 
women became leaders for the young and growing nation. It is true 
that in those days Presbyterians lagged behind in evangelism and 
missionary outreach and hence failed to become numerically one of 
America’s largest denominations. Seemingly God was using a variety 
of builders for this new world civilization. While some religious groups 
were penetrating with the pioneers into forest and wilderness to keep 
America Christian, others were consolidating the position for a Chris- 
tian America back along the territories which were being claimed for 
civilization. The great contribution of men of the Reformed faith 
to America’s culture was that they were the molders of opinion. They 
were the educational leaders who did much to fashion the form of 
government, the social structure, the very thinking of early America. 

Shall we Presbyterians of the twentieth century forfeit our heritage 
of being molders of American culture? Probably we can never recoup 
our lost opportunity of being numerically the largest denomination 
in America. The question is whether we are willing to surrender the 
privilege of being one of the most influential groups in fashioning 
the culture of the twenty-first century, now in process of creation. . 
Only a people vitally concerned to be both religious and intelligent 
can ever hope to shape the culture of their day as did the American 
Presbyterians of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries —Church 
and Campus (John Knox Press). 
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Centre Separate Campuses... .. 


for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
College terian. Famous for distinguished alumni. Fine facilities. 
esnah tae Send for illustrated booklet 
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QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A fully accredited college with a program planned for the academic, religious, 
and social development of young women. A.B. and B.S. degrees. For information 
write THE REGISTRAR. 








EDWIN R. WALKER. President 
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